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Camborne School of Mines: Mining Experience 
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Trip synopsis In the 18th and early 19th century Cornwall was the leading tin mining 
area in the world. During this time Cornwall built up a world-wide 
reputation for mining engineering, technology and the physical 
sciences. This legacy remains today. The Camborne School of Mines, 
based at the Tremough Campus, part of the University of Exeter has 
been and remains one of the leading centres in the world for 
undergraduate and graduate training and research in all aspects of the 
mining industry. It is a centre par excellence.  
 
Students opting for this visit will visit the Camborne School of Mines 
test and training mine. They will be given a detailed presentation on 
aspects of mining technology and science and an overview of local 
geological condition. Students will be given a tour of the mine, will be 
able to see many geological aspects, will experience drilling operations 
at first hand and will witness an underground test explosion. This will 
be a rare opportunity to experience something quite special! (Be 
assured that student’s health and safety is fully taken into 
consideration.) 
 
After this visit students will be taken to the Tremough Campus of the 
University of Exeter to visit the Camborne School of Mines laboratories 
to undertake a number of exciting and interesting scientific activities 
and use the state of the art scientific equipment, including world 
beating electron microscopes. Here students will also be given 
presentations on issues facing the mining industry including, 
exploration in difficult and remote areas, making maximum use of 
existing reserves, the social, economic, environmental and political 
issues surrounding mining and new advances and frontiers in the 
industry, rare earths etc. 
 
This trip will be of interest to students studying chemistry and 
geological science in particular. 
 

Student considerations Students will need to have a spirit of adventure. Sensible and strong 
footwear will be needed to visit the mine. The Camborne School of 
Mines will supply protective overalls, safety helmets and miners 
personal lighting headgear to each student. 
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